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Antengene Announces First Patient Dosed in the Phase I/II 

SWATCH Study of XPOVIO® (Selinexor) for the Treatment of 

B-Cell Non-Hodgkin Lymphomas 

 

Shanghai and Hong Kong, PRC, May 23, 2022 — Antengene Corporation 

Limited (“Antengene” SEHK: 6996.HK), a leading innovative, 

commercial-stage global biopharmaceutical company dedicated to 

discovering, developing and commercializing first-in-class and/or best-

in-class medicines for cancer, announces that the first patient has been 

dosed in the single-arm Phase I/II SWATCH Study (the “SWATCH” 

study), designed to evaluate the safety, tolerability and preliminary 

efficacy of XPOVIO® (selinexor) in combination with the R2 regimen of 

lenalidomide plus rituximab for the treatment of relapsed/refractory 

diffuse large B-cell lymphoma (R/R DLBCL) and relapsed/refractory 

indolent non-Hodgkin lymphoma (R/R iHNL).   

 

“Antengene is dedicated to making selinexor widely available for 

patients in China. Formal launch of the product, inclusion in practice 

guidelines and conduct of additional studies in new indications and with 

new treatment regimens are all essential parts of our plan. We are very 

pleased to initiate the SWATCH study in China,” said Dr. Kevin Lynch, 

Antengene’s Chief Medical Officer. “While there have been promising 

advances in patient care for hematologic malignancies, including R/R 

DLBCL and R/R iNHL, these cancers are among the top-10 cancer types 

worldwide and there is still a major need for improved treatments. We are 

hopeful that the results of the SWATCH study will pave the way to further 

improve the care of patient with R/R DLBCL and R/R iNHL, in China.” 

 

About the SWATCH Study 

This open-label, multicenter, single-arm Phase 1/2 SWATCH study is 

comprised of a dose-escalation phase and a dose-expansion phase. It is 

designed to evaluate the safety, tolerability, and preliminary efficacy of 
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selinexor in combination with lenalidomide and rituximab (R2) for the 

treatment of adult patients with relapsed/refractory diffuse large B-cell 

lymphoma (R/R DLBCL) and relapsed/refractory indolent non-Hodgkin 

lymphoma (R/R iNHL).  

The primary endpoints of the SWATCH study are the maximum-tolerated 

dose (MTD) and/or the recommended Phase II dose (RP2D) of the SR2 

regimen determined by the dose-limiting toxicity (DLT) in patients with 

R/R DLBCL in the dose-escalation phase, as well as the safety and 

tolerability of the SR2 regimen determined by the key safety measures 

including adverse events (AEs) and serious AEs (SAEs). Secondary 

endpoints include the objective response rate (ORR), progression-free 

survival (PFS), and duration of response (DOR) of the SR2 regimen as 

assessed per the Lugano 2014 criteria for the assessment of lymphoma 

(Cheson, 2014). 

 

About Diffuse Large B-Cell Lymphoma 

Diffuse large B-cell Lymphoma (DLBCL) is an aggressive hematologic 

malignancy and the most common subtype of lymphoma in China1. It 

accounts for 60% of B-cell lymphoma in East Asia2. 

While there have been promising medical advances, treatment options 

are still limited and there remains an enormous unmet medical need in 

patients with DLBCL. It is estimated that about half of patients with DLBCL 

will not achieve complete remission after receiving first-line treatment, 

and approximately 60% of patients with relapsed/refractory diffuse large 

B-cell lymphoma (R/R DLBCL) continue to lack effective treatment options.  

 

About Indolent Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma 

Indolent Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma (iNHL) is a hematological malignancy 

that accounts for 21% of all NHL incidences in China3. 

Although the first-line treatment with rituximab in combination with 

various chemotherapies can deliver significant improvement to the 

overall survival (OS) of patients with iNHL, the majority of patients with 
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R/R iNHL would still relapse and eventually become refractory, thus 

presenting an urgent need for novel drugs and combination therapies 

that can effectively improve treatment comes for patients with R/R iNHL. 

 

About XPOVIO® (selinexor) 

XPOVIO® is the first and only oral XPO1 inhibitor approved by the U.S. Food 

and Drug Administration (FDA) for the treatment of relapsed/refractory 

multiple myeloma (R/R MM) and relapsed/refractory diffuse large B-cell 

lymphoma (R/R DLBCL). By blocking the nuclear export protein XPO1, 

selinexor can promote the intranuclear accumulation and activation of 

tumor suppressor proteins and growth regulating proteins and down-

regulate the levels of multiple oncogenic proteins.  Based on its novel 

mechanism of action, selinexor is being evaluated for use in multiple 

combination regimens in hematological and solid tumor cancers to 

improve treatment efficacy. 

 

Antengene secured approval of selinexor in China in December 2021 for 

R/R MM. Antengene has also secured approval for XPOVIO® in South Korea 

for use in R/R MM and R/R DLBCL, in Singapore for use in R/R MM and R/R 

DLBCL and in Australia for use in R/R MM. Antengene is conducting 10 

clinical studies in mainland China (3 in collaboration with Karyopharm 

Therapeutics Inc. [Nasdaq:KPTI]) for relapsed/refractory hematological 

malignancies and advanced solid tumors. 

 

About Antengene 

Antengene Corporation Limited (“Antengene”, SEHK: 6996.HK) is a 

leading commercial-stage R&D-driven global biopharmaceutical 

company focused on innovative first-in-class/best-in-class therapeutic 

medicines for cancer and other life-threatening diseases. Driven by its 

vision of “Treating Patients Beyond Borders”, Antengene aims to 

provide the most advanced anti-cancer drugs to patients in the Asia 

Pacific Region and around the world. Since initiating operations in 2017, 

Antengene has obtained 23 investigational new drug (IND) approvals in 

the US and in Asia, submitted 6 new drug applications (NDAs) in multiple 
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Asia Pacific markets, with the NDA for XPOVIO® (selinexor) in China, South 

Korea, Singapore and Australia approved. Leveraging partnerships as 

well as in-house drug discovery, Antengene has built a broad and 

expanding pipeline of 15 clinical and pre-clinical assets. Antengene has 

global rights on 10 programs and Asia Pacific rights, including the Greater 

China region, on 5 programs. 

 

Forward-looking statements 

The forward-looking statements made in this article relate only to the 

events or information as of the date on which the statements are made in 

this article. Except as required by law, we undertake no obligation to 

update or revise publicly any forward-looking statements, whether as a 

result of new information, future events or otherwise, after the date on 

which the statements are made or to reflect the occurrence of 

unanticipated events. You should read this article completely and with 

the understanding that our actual future results or performance may be 

materially different from what we expect. In this article, statements of, or 

references to, our intentions or those of any of our Directors or our 

Company are made as of the date of this article. Any of these intentions 

may alter in light of future development. For a further discussion of these 

and other factors that could cause future results to differ materially from 

any forward-looking statement, see the section titled “Risk Factors” in 

our periodic reports filed with the Hong Kong Stock Exchange and the 

other risks and uncertainties described in the Company’s Annual Report 

for year-end December 31, 2021, and subsequent filings with the Hong 

Kong Stock Exchange. 
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